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Notes From 
the Land

CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO 

CONSERVATION

Each Spring issue of 
VISTAS is dedicated to 

thanking those who 
have helped to support local land 
protection over the past year. These are 
individuals, businesses, foundations and 
governmental agencies that are 
investing in permanent green space 
because of the environmental, aesthetic 
and quality of life benefits it provides 
our communities.

2011 was a banner year for private 
non-foundation gifts dedicated to 
protecting land. Almost $600,000 in 
cash and land value was received by 
ALT last year, pretty strong evidence 
that local land protection is important. 

There are very few things one can 
do to have such a long-lasting impact 
on a community as helping to protect 
land. As long as society exists as we 
know it today, land protected by ALT 
will remain forever green, which I think 
inspires many to give to this cause.

Each one of you is an important 
link in the chain that helps to secure 
land protection for generations to 
come. ALT may be the immediate 
beneficiary of your generosity, but it is 
the future that truly benefits from your 
giving that helps to sustain a quality of 
life. Your support is clear evidence of 
humanity caring for the future. On 
behalf of the Board and staff at ALT, 
and the host of people and wildlife 
that benefits from our work, I want to 
once again say Thank You. ~RK

Giving is not just writing a check to Allegheny Land Trust 
(ALT), but may take many different forms. All ultimately result in a 
greener community for all of us in which to live.

Annual Giving for Operations: The most common option for 
individuals (and corporations) to consider when contemplating a 
gift to ALT is the dollar amount they might provide to help cover 
expenses for operations. Each year ALT needs between $500,000 
and $750,000 to pay for staff, rent, the costs of stewarding its 1,500 
acres, and legal and accounting fees. In the current fiscal year that 
ends June 30, 2012, ALT anticipates receiving approximately 55% 
of its operating budget from local foundations. The next largest 
source at 24%, are gifts from ALT board members, staff, and 
individuals (like you!). Earned income, 8%, is generated by ALT 
staff who provide consulting services to municipalities and other 
government organizations. Giving by corporations, 5%, and a few 
other smaller sources make up the rest.

So what are some of the other options for giving? ALT is in the 
business of preserving land and, therefore, a critical element for 
satisfying its mission is the acquisition of additional green space. 
This is accomplished through “real estate donations” or “funds to 
support a property acquisition”. We clearly have many future 
opportunities for this type of giving. You will read later in this issue 
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about one such recent gift.
Other vitally important, alternative giving options include “volunteering your time and/or sharing your skills”. ALT 

needs volunteers to help our staff steward each property by periodically visiting sites and sharing their observations about 
changes. You may also have a personal skill that ALT may apply to a project, such as photography, graphic design or event 
planning. These are frequently posted on ALT’s website, but we welcome calls or emails when you have some time or a skill 
you would like to share.

The giving that has perhaps the most long term impact is called “Planned Giving”. By donating (either today or 
through your estate) to ALT’s operating or stewardship endowments you are able to ensure that the principal of your gift is 
preserved forever. Planned Giving strategies include: making a gift that costs nothing during your lifetime; giving stock and 
realizing tax savings; getting a monthly paycheck for life in return for your gift; or donating your house, continuing to live 
there, and getting a tax break all at the same time. ALT benefits because the interest earned on these assets is now available 
forever and helps reduce the money it needs to raise each year and better ensures the organization’s long term existence.

As you read more in this issue you will find examples of how others have picked the type of giving that was right for 
them. We encourage you to consider what might be right for you.

From “Right for You”, page 1
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Land protection projects totaling more than 300 acres are 
currently under contract or in final negotiations as of this writing. 
Two properties totaling more than 100 acres are poised to be 
gifted, and three more totaling 230 acres will require ALT to raise 
more than $2 million—a scary endeavor these days. However, 
ALT has not failed yet in our efforts to raise sufficient funds to 
close on a property we’ve had under contract. Following are 
details of some of the projects.

Pittsburgh Cut Flower: 180 acres, Richland Twp.
Thanks to a $50,000 grant from the Colcom Foundation, 

ALT has the property under contract and is seeking funding 
for due diligence, acquisition and mitigation. ALT’s vision 
for this 180-acre property in 
the Pine Creek Watershed 
is to transform 
approximately 10 blighted 
acres where Pittsburgh Cut 
Flower operated for 80 years 
into a solar farm or other 
form of economic 
development for the 
community. Another 20 
acres that have a number of 
abandoned residential 
structures could be resold 
with restrictions that 
protect the important 
natural areas and covenants 
that promote sustainable land use. The remaining 150 acres 
of meadows, woodlands and ponds will be permanent green 
space available to the public for passive recreation. The 
green space will provide the critical function of rainwater 
sequestration in the headwaters of a flood-prone watershed 
where downstream communities such as Shaler and Etna are 
investing millions-of-dollars to reduce flood damage to 
homes and businesses.

Catholic Diocese: 50 acres, Sewickley Hills

This 50-acre woodland, that has recently been posted “for 
sale”, has been on ALT’s prospect list for several years. It will 
extend ALT’s 100-acre Audubon Greenway project that is 
designed to connect Sewickley Heights Park to Sewickley Hills 
Park, providing abundant green space, fresh water sources, 
varied wildlife habitat and migration corridors, as well as hiking, 
biking and equestrian trails. The property buffers encroaching 
urban sprawl from the Little Sewickley Creek Landscape 
Conservation Area, a scientific designation given to lands that 
meet certain criteria for plant and animal diversity by the 
Allegheny County Natural Heritage Inventory. The budget for 
this project is $700,000 with funding anticipated from PA 

DCNR and private funders.
Venango Trails: 80 acres, 
Marshall Twp.

A developer has generously offered 
to gift this undisturbed property to ALT. 
It is next to one of the fastest growing 
communities in Pennsylvania—
Cranberry Township. The gently rolling, 
picturesque landscape includes mature 
hardwoods, several spring seeps, a variety 
of wildlife habitats, and a section of 
Venango Trail, a historic Native 
America Indian trail that linked the 
“Forks of the Ohio” with Presque Isle in 

Erie, PA. Although the property is a gift, 
ALT is seeking funding to cover expenses associated with the 
transaction estimated to be $30,000.
Morton Conservation Area: 33 acres, Elizabeth Twp.

This property is being generously gifted with all expenses 
covered by the donor including contribution to Stewardship 
Fund. It consists of sloping woodlands with several mature 
oak and poplar trees that were likely large “Lone Wolf” trees 
in a former pasture.

In the Works

Pittsburgh Cut Flower, Richland Twp.
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$500 to $999
Bob Bolding*
David E. Clark*
James L. Cosgrove*
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation*
A. S. Holquist
Mrs. Robin Hummel-Johnson*
Diane and John Inserra
Laurie and Rick Johnson
Mr. William Lawrence III
Paula M. Lockhart
Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Maryanne and Robert Purdy*
Stephen Quick and Karen Sloneker*
Sarah and Howard Shockey
Ms. Phyllis J. Thomas
Diane and Dick Viall
Damon and Jeanine Weiss*
Jeaneen Zappa*

$250 to $499
Tingle and Richard Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh L. Brown*
Sangeeta Chakravorty
Jaimes C. Contreras
Sally Ann and Joseph Cortese*
Susan & George Craig
Mary and Henry Ewalt
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund*
Meg and Drew Forsyth
Karin Glass*
Caren Glotfelty
Grapeville Garden Club
Gulf Trading & Transport LLC
Alpine Insulation Solutions
Kelly and Tim Haluszczak*
Mike Hansen
IBM
Kevin L. Jenkins
Laurie and Rick Johnson
Donna L. Kipp
Kenneth A. Lasota, Ph.D./Rebecca A. 

Stanhope, Ed.D.*
Rhonda and Kerry Madden
Lynn and William McIlroy
Patrick V. McShea*
Irene and Robert McTiernan
Joan Miles and Cliff Bob*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Munsch*
Susan R. Orenstein*
Laura and Tom Pangburn
Mona and Bob Riordan
Mr. and Mrs. William Roemer
Steve and Karrie Schott
Linda and Lindsey Smith*
Hon. and Mrs. William L. Standish
James S. Thompson
Karen and Henry Thorne*
Mary Tufts*
Dot and Marvin Wedeen*
Mr. and Mrs. Helge H. Wehmeier*
Charles Weisberg
Cherry S. White*

$100 to $249
Bruce Amshel
Animal Medical Center of Kennedy 

Township, P.C.
AT&T
Anonymous
Ginny Balderston and Ted Vuchinich
Adam Bernard
Sam Bertenthal and Fernando Humphreys
Amber and Dean Bierkan
Ms. Barbara Bonnett

Family Farm to be Left to ALT
by Bernadette E. Kazmarski

Conservation Circle 
$100,000 and up
Allegheny Regional Asset District*
Colcom Foundation*
Mr. Thomas W. McCargo
Sylvia Dallas and John C. Oliver III*
Kevin Park and Marguerite Park

$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous*
Heinz Endowments
Richard King Mellon Foundation

$10,000 to $49,999
Massey Charitable Trust
Stanny Foundation
The Pittsburgh Foundation*

$5,000 to $9,999
Noel and James Browne*
Pennsylvania Land Trust Association
Sally K. Wade*

$1,000 to $4,999
R. W. Allebach and Lisa D. Steagall*
Allegheny Financial Group
Mr. William Baierl*
Bobby Rahal Automotive Group

Janet and Phil Brooks*
Suzanne M. Broughton*
Thomas D. Browand*
Mrs. Arthur L. Coburn*
Community Foundation for the Alleghenies
Environmental Fund for PA & GreenWorks*
Mr. Sigo Falk
Suzanne and Kevin J. Garber
Terri Gould
Independent Controllers
Laurie and Rick Johnson*
Roy Kraynyk*
Manning Napier Foundation
Alan S. and Patricia A. Miller*
Maria and David Myron
Brian O’Brien
Christine O’Lare and Ian Lindsay*
Joan and Bob Peirce*
Picadio Sneath Miller & Norton, P.C.
Sisterson & Co. LLP
Carrie and Tim Stanny*
Tides Foundation
Lindsay and John Totten
Linda S. and John W. Ubinger, Jr.*
USC Citizens for Land Stewardship*
Williams Coulson Johnson Lloyd Parker & 

Tedesco LLC

Harry Meyer has sweet memories of the sun setting over cropland and the world 
going to bed, of harvest time and walking through a field of ripened grain and feeling 
the ripened seed heads brushing his outstretched arms.

He wants his family’s farmland to hold those memories for others, so he has left 
the 45-acre plot in South Fayette in his will to Allegheny Land Trust.

“I want to see it put in the hands of competent people,” Harry said. “I want to 
protect this land of mine, and someday maybe 
it can be established as a learning center for 
students and young people to learn about the 
science of agriculture.”

Though his family purchased the farm in 
1946 at 220 acres, the farm was established in 
1795 as 500-acre Federal Springs Farm and was 
used as agricultural land from then until today, 
raising many sheep and dairy cows as well as 
vegetables, flowers, shrubs and trees.

“We also grew tomatoes for H.J. Heinz in the 
late 40s and 50s,” Harry remembered, “including a variety called Stokesdale that 
would ripen all in one day. We’d pick them in September and haul them into 
Pittsburgh in hampers and I think they were used mostly for chili sauce.”

While on the Land Preservation Board in South Fayette, Harry found ALT’s Roy 
Kraynyk to be very dedicated and liked what he saw of the organization. When the 
time came to determine what would happen to his land when he’s gone, Harry 
decided entrusting the land to ALT was the best decision.
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Harry explains how to trim apple branches 
to ALT’s Emilie Cooper.
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T hanks!A Special            to Our 2011 Donors
C. Mark Bowers and Loree Speedy
Diane and Dick Brennan
Marcia McNutt Brissett
Stan Caldwell
Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chalfant
Judy Cheteyan
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Susan Clancy*
Ms. Barbara A. Clark and Mr. Richard Shannon*
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin V. Clarke, Jr.
Joyce and Bill Cooper*
Marian and David Crossman*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Dods
Dollar Bank Foundation**
Judith and Stephen Downing
Cynthia Driscoll
Beth Dutton
Michele and Trevor Edwards
Dr. Noah M. Eger
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Elste
Lee Fairbanks
Fischhoff Family
Richard D. Flinn
Mr. Anthony T. Floro
Michael John Ford
Cyril A. Fox
James Funderburgh
Sherree and Jim Funk
G.M. Crain River Towing
Garden Club of Allegheny County
Gaylord & Kelly LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Gebhardt
Giant Oaks Garden Club
Dr. and Mrs. Harlan Giles
Ken Goebel*
Wendy and Tim Gordon
Daniel Gould
Greybrooke Garden Club
Kathy and David Groetsch
H.F. Lenz Company
Hammer Design Associates
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hay
Lee Heckman
Lynn Heckman and Kevin Smay
Beth and Bob Hedin
Bob and Laurie Henninger
Stanley and Jill Herman
Highmark*
Jill A. Hollingshead and William G. Rorison
Lorraine Houston*
Phil and Sandra Hundley
Margaret L. Hunter
Ravi and Jaishree Janardhanan
Jenifer Jester
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Johnson*
Kathy and John Keller
Carlton Ketchum
Stephen Kifer and Robin Eden
Peggy and William Kipp*
Bob and Susie Kopf
Pat and Gary Kraeuter
Richard Kubia
Sherye and Don Lammers
LAO Residents Association
Elsie Y. Lewis
Thomas J. Lewis Jr., M.D.
Irina Livezeanu
William V. Luneburg, Jr.& Patricia E.Sudnik*
John K. Maitland
Christopher Mannozzi
Mary Lynn Marsico
Peter J. McCormick*
Brigid McDevitt
Mr. Howard McIlvried
Kathleen McKenzie
Mr. Chris McMahon

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer L. Menges, Jr.
Simon and Hazel Merrills
Anne B. Metcalf*
Stanley F. Michaels
Terri and Chris Modic
Jessica Mooney
Ms. Lois M. Morris
Diana and Jeffrey Morrow
Kathy and John Murphy
Waleed Naqi
NYSE Euronext Foundation, Inc.
H. Ward and Shirley Olander*

Heidi and Matthew Opdyke*
John Orndorff
Mark and Lori Otto
Sharon Roseman and Paul Palevsky
Ray and Elsa Parker
Sally and Charles Parmigiani
Karen and Steven Partridge
Rob and Stephanie Peirce
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Perryman, Sr.
Colgate Switzerland Study Group
Elizabeth Pindroh
Dorothy and Neal Pollon
Renee Pompi
Oliver Poppenberg
Janet Potter
Kathryn and John Powell
Mary Lou Prinzi
Joyce Rabinovitz
Tom and Barbara Reilly
Jory and Melanie Richman
Gary Rigdon
Jessica Jackson and Jim Rock
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson S. Ross*
Sally Stevenson Ruffin
Julie Schenk
Mr. Thomas M. Schmidt
Theresa and Edward Schroth
Harton S. Semple, Jr.
Sewickley Hunt
Mr and Mrs. Preston W. Shimer
Mr. Walter Sieckmann
Mr. Frank Simons
Brenda L. Smith
Mr. W.P. Snyder III
Soergel’s Orchards
Liz Spence
Mary Beth Steisslinger
William C. Storrs
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes Stover
Diane and Patrick Strollo
The Cahouet Family Foundation
David and Belinda Thompson
Mrs. Sonya S. Thorbecke
Mike Tomana
Turner Construction Company
Ruth L. VanLaningham
Bonita Kwolek and Jeffrey Wagner

James R. Wardrop
Timothy and Annette Watkins
Matthew Wholey
Christine and Allan Williams*
Timothy Williams
Deborah Williamson
Wilson Architects Inc.
Greg and Kathe Wright
J. A. Wunderlich III*
Linda Young
Margaret Zak
Barbara Zupcic

Under $100
Yves Alarie

Anonymous
Warren Archer
Badaczewski Family
Karen Bagnato
Colin Bailey
Malik G. Bankston
Marlin S. Bartos
Gretchen and Otto Beck
Beynon & Company
Caroline C. Blackmore
Ms. Susan E. Brandt

Paul M. Brown
Mr. Chad & Mrs. Patricia Brown

Garigan-Browne Family
Becky and John Burdick
Mr. Bracken Burns
Dr. Paula C. Butterfield
James Callan and Carol Adele Weitz
Ginny and Reed Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cannella III
Mr. Wayne Carey
Richard and Barbara Carrier
Sara G. Casey
Priscilla and Larry Castner
Tom Cockrell
Christine Coffee
John and Mickey Cook
Emilie Cooper
Erin Copeland
Abby Jo Corbin
Elizabeth Hager Cothren
Ms. Cindy Cox
Candace Craig
Tara Cullen
Nellie Curran
Ruth Ann and Tom Demianczyk*
Jerry V. DeRosa
Kristin Knoell Diehl
Irene J. Dinning
Mark Dixon
Tina Dollard
Heather and Ray Donley
Hugh Downing
Elise Drake
Tom Dubois
Tom Duzak
Linda and Jim Edson
Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Egan
Bill Eichner
Bonnie Engel
Carol Feola and Chris Alberts
Regan Fetterolf
Martha and Frank Finley
Anita L. Fletcher
Mr. Donald B. Fogel
Virginia Mae Francic
Andrew Frishkorn
James Fuchs
Anna and Tom Gay
Kevin Geiselman
Marilyn and Tom Gelzhiser

I donate to ALT because of how 

much value green spaces add to 

the quality of life.”   

~Jim Browne
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A Special            to Our 2011 Donors
Thomas P. Gordon
Courtland Gould
Lisa Grandstaff
Barbara and Gary Grosch
Lori and Klaus Gross
Lizzy Guidish*
Elaine and Bob Gustafson
Janice and John Haltigan
Will and Katharine Harbison*
Patricia W. Hare
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Harff
Barbara Harkness
Chris and Iris Harlan
Donald J. and Ann M. Hart
Donnis and Thomas Headley
Mary Donovan and Curt Helffenstein
John and Sharon Hess
W.R. Hess and Mrs. Eloise L. Hess
Ms. Paula P. Hinston
Jean and Harry Hipwell
Betty Jo Hirschfield and Howard Louik
Ivan Hofmann
Mark and Irene Hofstetter
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Hollander
Susan and John Holton
William A. Horne
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Hornstein
Sue Hostler
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Innamorato
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Inserra
Jeff Irwin and Ms. Lauren Giarratani
Chris Irwin
Allen I. Janis
Joan Jessen
Ken and Barb Johns*
Linda and Rick Joy*
Daniel G. Kamin
Leslie and Steven Kanter
Cheryl Kello
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Kenny
Mary A. Kenny
David W. Kephart, Jr.
Moya Kirby
R. Craig and Mary Kirsch
Kitchen & Bath Concepts Pittsburgh LLC
Dina Klavon*
Peter C. Kohnke
Stephen Kubiak*
Judy Kueshner
Phil Kumanchik
Mr. Paul J. Kunowski
Alexander Lake
Donna Ledwin and Christopher Surratt
Raymond M. Lewis, Jr.
Norma and John Liebenguth
Diane Liska
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lewis Lobdell
Anne Logan-Buzza and Mr. Craig S. Buzza
Barbara Frazer Lowe
Dolly and Ed Lyness
Sherry H. Malone
Ms. Lisa B. Martich
Kathy Masciola
Thomas and Georgine Materniak
June and Terry McCartney
Doris N. McCrum
JoAnne McGroder
Pamela C. Meade
Melinda and Jim Meighen
Tom and Elaine Meisner
Dianne and Richard Meister
Charles and Rachel Mertz
Miller Family
Kathy Miller and Tom Brown
Lee Miller
Kathy D. Mole

Charles Moorhead
Julia Morrison
Donna and Bill Moul
Muhlenkamp Family
Ms. Heidi Munn
Mr. Thomas Myron
Mr. Bill Nast
Eliza and Hugh Nevin
Carol Kemp Nill
Laura and Trevor Norris
Jane Ockershausen
Nancy and Paul Page
Jacqueline Pasley on behalf of District 36 

Toastmasters
Tom and Nancy Patton
Mr. and Mrs. J. William Paul
Peoples Natural Gas*
Sandy Petrakis and Ed Sheehan
Jean and Christopher Pett-Ridge
Phoenix Business Technologies Group
Sharon and Jim Pillar
Gretchen and Jack Pinkerton
Vincent Policicchio
Jennifer Preiss
Evelyn G. Rader
Ramblers
Mary Remington
Patricia Renwick*
Ms. Janice D. Ridenour*
Lori and Christopher Rizzo
Thom R. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Roberts
William P. Roerink
Jeffrey Rutter*
Norman L. Samways
Dave and Kathy Sauers
Beth Scaggs
Ron Schipani
Susan and Frank Schlafhauser
Jim Schmiedlin*
Joan and Cliff Schoff
Dr. R.J. Schuerger
Nancy and Glen Schultz
Tim Schumann
Alden H. J. Sector
Ila Jeanne Sensenich
Chris Seymour

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Shina
Sandy and Doug Shuck
Joan Siebert
Kathleen B. Siebert
George Sievern
Janet and John Sinclair
Bob and Jane Slagter
Lisa Smith and Ken Gfroerer
Nancy J. Snyder*
Deborah W. Snyder
Carol and Bruno Solari
South Side Local Development Company

John Sozansky
Nancy and Paul Stadnik
Drew Stauffer
Robert Steffes*
Barbara M. Steinberg*
Mr and Mrs. John Stephen
Jason Strcula and Juliette Murcko
Roger and Shirley Stuart*
Lora Stumpf
Mr. Michael Super
Cliff and Lonnelle Sutliff
Joel W. Swanson
Technique Architectural Products, Inc.
Paul J. Tellers
Bill Thoma
Mr. Richard V. Thompson
Ron Thompson
Lynn and Bruce Titus
Monika and Joe Tomko
Christopher Tracey
Susan Trinter
Douglas and Daphne Turner
Mr. Robert Unetich
Valentina Vavasis
Weber Family
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Weimer
Joanne White
Mrs. Emily Willets
Mary W. Wilson
Diane and Jeff Winslow
Dave Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Wyerman
Jane and Bud Young

Bradford Woods Conservancy Fund
Yves Alarie
R. W. Allebach and Lisa D. Steagall
Karen Bagnato
Gretchen and Otto Beck
Mr. Chad & Mrs. Patricia Brown
Becky and John Burdick
Dr. Paula C. Butterfield
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
John and Mickey Cook
Elizabeth Hager Cothren
Tara Cullen
Ruth Ann and Tom Demianczyk
Tina Dollard

Heather and Ray Donley
Tom Dubois

Martha and Frank Finley
Virginia Mae Francic
Gaylord & Kelly LLC
Kathy and David Groetsch
H.F. Lenz Company
Hammer Design Associates
Donald J. and Ann M. Hart
Mary Donovan and Curt Helffenstein
W.R. Hess and Mrs. Eloise L. Hess
Ms. Paula P. Hinston
Jean and Harry Hipwell

William A. Horne
Lorraine Houston

Ravi and Jaishree Janardhanan
Linda and Rick Joy
Leslie and Steven Kanter
Cheryl Kello
Peggy and William Kipp
Moya Kirby
Kitchen & Bath Concepts Pittsburgh LLC
Mr. Paul J. Kunowski
Sherye and Don Lammers
Raymond M. Lewis, Jr.
Norma and John Liebenguth
Ms. Lisa B. Martich
Kathy Masciola

I donate to ALT because I am able 
to actively be a part of the 

preservation of Allegheny County’s 
scenic and recreational land,while 
promoting the environmental well-

being of our communities.  
~ Mary Lynn Marsico RN BSN



June and Terry McCartney
Doris N. McCrum
JoAnne McGroder
Melinda and Jim Meighen
Kathy D. Mole
Ms. Lois M. Morris
Muhlenkamp Family
Mr. Bill Nast
Jacqueline Pasley on behalf of District 36 

Toastmasters
Phoenix Business Technologies Group
Colgate Switzerland Study Group
Elizabeth Pindroh
Gretchen and Jack Pinkerton
Lori and Christopher Rizzo
William P. Roerink
Dave and Kathy Sauers
Jim Schmiedlin
Nancy and Glen Schultz
Ila Jeanne Sensenich
Sandy and Doug Shuck
Joan Siebert
Janet and John Sinclair
Bob and Jane Slagter
Deborah W. Snyder
Nancy J. Snyder
Soergel’s Orchards
Carol and Bruno Solari
South Side Local Development Company
Barbara M. Steinberg
William C. Storrs
Jason Strcula and Juliette Murcko
Technique Architectural Products, Inc.
Bill Thoma
Ron Thompson
Lynn and Bruce Titus
Susan Trinter
Douglas and Daphne Turner
Turner Construction Company
Weber Family
Wilson Architects Inc.
Diane and Jeff Winslow
Jane and Bud Young

Meadowview Conservation Area
Mr. Thomas W. McCargo
Sylvia Dallas and John C. Oliver III
Kevin Park and Marguerite Park

Chartiers Greenway Conservation Area
Warren Archer
Thomas D. Browand
Christine Coffee
Charles and Rachel Mertz
John Sozansky
USC Citizens for Land Stewardship
Sally K. Wade
Christine and Allan Williams

In-Kind donations
Andora Restaurant Catering
Babst Calland
Bernadette Kazmarski
Duquesne Light Co.
Duquesne University
G Services
Geonetix
Hedin Environmental
O’Hara Landing
PA Game Commission
Point Park University
Reed Smith LLP
Rick Palmer
Robert Purdy
Steelcity Rowing Club
SurfSUP
The Outdoor Classroom
Thomas J. Valiknac
Trello Fine Chocolates

In Memory
In Memory of Mark Weber
Gretchen Beck
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Gaylord & Kelly LLC
Kathleen Groetsch
H.F. Lenz Company
Hammer Design Associates
Donald J. Hart
Harry H. Hipwell
Ravi Janardhanan
Eric L. Joy
Kitchen & Bath Concepts Pittsburgh LLC
Lisa B. Martich
Doris N. McCrum
Jacqueline E. Pasley
Phoenix Business Technologies Group
B. A. Pike
Elizabeth Pindroh
William P. Roerink
Nancy H. Schultz
Douglas Shuck
Joan M. Siebert
Deborah W. Snyder
South Side Local Development Company
Barbara M. Steinberg
William C. Storrs
Jason Strcula
Technique Architectural Products, Inc.
Susan Trinter
Turner Construction Company

Wilson Architects Inc.
Jane M. Young

Francis W. Finley in memory of Rob Finley
Lori J. Gross in memory of Hilda Wood
Ivan Hofmann in memory of Carol Kraynyk
Thomas J. Lewis in memory of Kittye B. Lewis
Carol Kemp Nill in memory of Ralph Nill
Charles W. Pinkerton	in memory of Janet Walter
Evelyn G. Rader in memory of Charles M. Rader
David A. Sauers in memory of Buzz Sauers
Phyllis J. Thomas in memory of William Bruce Thomas

In Honor
Margaret L. Hunter in honor of William Lawrence

Would you like TO HELP CONSERVE LAND IN aLLEGHENY COUNTY?
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Chair & Treasurer

David P. Myron
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Legacy Society
The Allegheny Land Trust Society recognizes 
ALT supporters who have chosen to help ensure 
that our beautiful local landscapes are forever 
protected for future generations to enjoy. These 
Legacy Society members have included 
Allegheny Land Trust in their estate plans.

Roy Kraynyk
Patricia Renwick
Carrie and Tim Stanny

* Denotes donaton to multiple funds.
Every attempt has been made to accurately list contributors to Allegheny Land Trust for the period January 1 – 
December 31, 2011. 

If there are any errors or omissions, please accept our apologies and please call 412-741-2750 or email us at 
admin@alleghenylandtrust.org so that we may correct our records. Thank you.

What will be your legacy?

You can make sure that generations after us 
will be able to enjoy the same scenery and 
conservation benefits that we do today by 
helping to protect the land we cherish.

Learn more about ALT’s Legacy Society and 
making a gift that costs nothing during your 
lifetime, with possible tax benefits by:

• Adding Allegheny Land Trust as a 
beneficiary in your will; 

• Making Allegheny Land Trust a beneficiary 
of your IRA or retirement fund; 

• Naming Allegheny Land Trust as a 
beneficiary of an insurance policy. 

Please visit www.alleghenylandtrust.org and 
click How to Help/Gift Planning or call us at 

412-741-2750.



Visit our website: www.alleghenylandtrust.org
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Answer: Dead Mans’ Hollow – Table Rock can be found at the 

intersection of the Cool Spirit Trail and Table Rock Trail, a new trail 

constructed at DMH. For more info, read above about Adam Fuller. 

by Emilie Cooper, Stewardship Director

ALT has many talented and skilled volunteers who use their abilities to help further our mission. I’d like to 
introduce you to three active volunteers who have made a significant impact on ALT. 

Joan Miles: For many years Joan sits smiling a few hours each week at one of our volunteer desks doing research 
and often helps prepare grant applications. When I asked Joan about her experience she said, “[I] wanted to continue 
making a difference by using the writing and advocacy skills I developed as an environmental lawyer and community activist. 
As a member and donor, I’m delighted to be supporting ALT’s conservation mission in new ways.” In 2012 alone, Joan has 
submitted proposal requests for more than $35,000 to help support ALT’s mission. 

Robert Purdy: “Bob” as we know him is a man of many talents, often our photographer at events or tour guide of 
his favorite property, Bob is most gracious with his online talents. For more than 10 years Bob has been the internet 
master for ALT. We are grateful for his patience, creativity and speedy work! “I know very little about ‘central 
stonerollers’ or ‘scaldweed,’ but I do know something about 
HTML and CSS, so working as a volunteer to help keep 
Allegheny Land Trust’s website up-to-date is a perfect fit for 
me. It is rewarding to know that I play a part in keeping the 
community informed about Allegheny Land Trust’s projects, 
events and protected properties.” 

Adam Fuller: You can ask almost any young boy about 
their “talents and skills” and something about the outdoors 
or nature will show up on that list. This is no different for 
Adam. In December 2011, Adam completed his Eagle 
Scout Project at Dead Man’s Hollow by constructing a trail 
that connects the Cool Spirit Trail in Liberty Borough to 
the Dead Man’s Loop along the Youghiogheny River. 
Adam and his volunteer crew gave more than 200 hours. I 
am sure they suffered tired hands and sore backs, but their 
skills paid off. Hollow visitors are now able to hike to the 
ruins and the Great Allegheny Passage on a well-built trail. 
We are grateful for their work and thrilled to have another 
ALT Eagle Scout. 

Adam Fuller and volunteer at Dead Man’s Hollow
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Sycamore Snippet
by Mike Good, Sycamore Island Project Manager

Sycamore Island has been a focal point of ALT’s activity since last November; the results should delight spring-
time visitors. From November to December, Joel Perkovich and Tsuga Studios repurposed the old swimming pool 
structure on Sycamore Island. The deep end was filled with soil and pool filters were made into benches. Wildlife can 
access the newly gradated shallow end via an earthen ramp, only the beginning of improvements to this water 
feature. Tsuga Studios will return during late spring to plant a native garden. By summer, a network of interpretive 
signs will enrich visitors’ experience to the island.   

In the past few months, Sycamore Island’s volunteers have joined an online community called Base Camp to 
better coordinate their efforts and learn when others will be conducting activities on the island. Island visitors can 
also join Sycamore Island’s brand new iNaturalist project (http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sycamore-island), which 
provides an online database of every species of plant and animal observed on the island.

 Would you like to play a greater role in the restoration of Sycamore Island? E-mail Mike Good at  
stewardship@alleghenylandtrust.org to join the Base Camp page, and join us on iNaturalist today! Supporters like you 
can give back by helping to maintain this project.

Allegheny Land Trust is currently seeking candidates for the 
position of Executive Director. Complete details about this position 

can be found on our website on the Job Opportunities page.
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4/21/2012 – Chartiers Creek Clean-Up
Join ALT and Paddle Without Pollution!

4/28/2012 – Sycamore Island Riverside 
Redd-Up

Join ALT, Friends of the Riverfront and 
Allegheny CleanWays to Redd Up the 
Riverside

5/05/2012 – Mushroom Walk on 
Sycamore Island 
See website for information.

5/17/2012 – Annual Boat Tour
See above for information.

6/03/2012 – Venture Outdoors Paddle 
on Sycamore Island

Sign up on the VO website,  
www.ventureoutdoors.org. U
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EFP’s Combined 
Federal

Code is 62348.

Please recycle this newsletter—
give it to a friend when you’re done!

Printed on Recycled Paper

ALT is on Facebook!
Become a fan and show your support!

Don’t miss a thing! Sign up for our occasional e-alerts—
send your e-mail to admin@alleghenylandtrust.org.

Donate to Allegheny 
Land Trust!

Wishlist
When you wish upon a star, what do you wish for? 

Well, ALT creates a wish list every year in hoping that 
someone will step forward and grant their wishes. Most of 
these wishes are small items that would make a big impact 
on the work ALT does each year. Whether it is a tool for 
the volunteers to use or a notebook to take to 
presentations they all would make an impact. Please e-mail  
admin@alleghenylandtrust.org if you can donate a wish.
• Outdoor Supply Backpack for fieldwork ($50)
• Wheel barrow for Wingfield Pines and Sycamore Island 

volunteers ($100 each)
• Weed wrenches for invasive removal ($250 each)
• Olympus Stylus Tough Digital Camera shockproof/

waterproof/freezeproof ($450)
• Notebook ($1,000)

Our 3rd Annual Spring Boat Tour of our  
rivers on Pittsburgh Luxury Cruises’ Fantasy.

While aboard, enjoy a light catered dinner, drinks and music.
In addition to supporting ALT’s land conservation work, the boat tour will be a great time for us to

enjoy views of our fabulous city and mingle with friends.
Thursday, May 17, 2012, 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

COST: $100/person Boarding Location: Lock Wall One Marina, end of 23rd Street in the Strip District
Parking: Free parking is available in the marina lot and in the garage located at 24th Street in the Strip. 

To make reservations, please visit www.alleghenylandtrust.org and click on the “BOAT TOUR” icon or call the office at 412-741-2750. Please RSVP by May 3, 2012

Celebrate spring  with
Allegheny Land Trust!


