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It has been 
10 years since I was hired 

as ALT’s first full-time Executive 
Director and I’m excited as ever 
about where ALT stands as we 
begin 2011. There are so many 
positive things happening in 
terms of prospective land 
conservation projects, new 
partnerships that expand our 
influence and capacity, 
volunteer involvement in our 
stewardship work and recent 
accreditation.

In December, we received 
word that Allegheny Land Trust 
had met the difficult standards 
and practices required for 
accreditation by the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission. 
Accreditation means that ALT 
is operating at a high level of 
ethical and professional 
standards, and gives the staff 
and Board confidence that we 
are doing things right, and also 
gives supporters confidence that 
their investment in ALT is a 
sound one.

The Stewardship Program, 
led by Emilie Cooper, is growing 
exponentially with new 
See “From the Executive Director”, 
page 7

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent 
program of the Land Trust Alliance, announced that Allegheny 
Land Trust has been awarded accredited status. ALT is one of 14 
accredited land trusts in Pennsylvania to receive this status.

Allegheny Land Trust was awarded 
accreditation on December 15, and is 
one of 130 land trusts out of a national 
membership of 1,700 that has been 
awarded accreditation since the fall of 
2008. Accredited land trusts are able to 
display a seal (as shown to the right) 
indicating to the public that they meet 
national standards for excellence, uphold 
the public trust and ensure that 
conservation efforts are permanent. The 
seal is a mark of distinction in land conservation.

“Accredited land trusts meet national quality standards for 
protecting important natural places and working lands forever,” said 
Commission Executive Director Tammara Van Ryn. “The accreditation 
seal lets the public know that the accredited land trust has undergone 

AlT Awarded national Accreditation

See “Accreditation”, page 2

Spring 2011

Thank you, 
donors!

More Inside:
2…GreenTalk
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4, 5 and 6…Donor 
Recognition

7…Call for Experts
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A SpeciAl           to our 2010 DonorST hanks!

Do you know what this is? 
See page 7 to find out!

Look for this seal!

PHOTO BY EMILIE COOPER
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Stephen Bosnyak is the founder of the DMH Fellowship, a 
volunteer network that helps ALT with the maintenance and 
monitoring of the Dead Man’s Hollow Conservation Area in 
Elizabeth Twp. You can learn more about 
the DMH Fellowship by visiting  
www.dead-mans-hollow.com.

How did you become involved 
with Dead Man’s Hollow 
Conservation Area?

I guess you could say that my 
connection to Dead Man’s Hollow 
started in 1920 with my great 
grandparents, Michael and Magdalena 
Bendzuch. When my great grandfather 
found employment with the Union 
Sewer Pipe Company, he moved his 
wife and children to a small house in 
Dead Man’s Hollow. It became a 
tradition at family gatherings to 
reminisce about the ‘good old days’ in 
the hollow. I suppose that my interest 
in Dead Man’s Hollow was somehow 
inevitable since I enjoyed listening to all of those wonderful 
stories when I was younger. 

What makes Dead Man’s Hollow an asset to our area?
I’ve always felt that the hollow provides a great setting 

for both educational and recreational 
purposes. A 440-acre nature preserve makes 
for one very interesting classroom and a 
refreshing alternative to that boring treadmill 
in the basement. 

What can others do to get involved with a 
preservation area near them?

The first thing that came to mind was...“Call Emilie 
Cooper!” From a volunteer’s perspective, I believe that the 
best place to begin is through research. Allegheny Land 
Trust has a website that provides a lot of information on 
their mission and their properties. Another way to get 
started would be to attend an ALT sponsored event. By 

doing so, one will be able to interact with the ALT staff 
and their volunteers while getting a better idea of what 
stewardship is all about. 

How can the community help 
your efforts in Dead Man’s Hollow?

I’ve found that people feel that 
their schedules won’t allow time for 
volunteering. Others have expressed 
that they aren’t physically able to 
help. I remember a comment that one 
older gentleman made. He said, “My 
mind would like to help, but my body 
is saying different.” The truth is, 
these individuals are actually helping 
our efforts in Dead Man’s Hollow 
without even knowing it. Most 
people do not realize that just their 
presence in and around the Hollow is 
helping to curb vandalism and other 
destructive behavior. With that being 
said, anyone can act as our eyes and 
ears whenever they are visiting Dead 
Man’s Hollow. It may not seem like 

much, but simply reporting anything that is out of place to 
ALT ultimately helps to get the issue resolved faster. 
Another easy way that people can help is to ‘carry out 
what is carried in’ and to properly dispose of any litter. A 

little bit of effort can go a long way! 
Is Dead Man’s Hollow really haunted?
I’ve actually lost count of the number of 

people who have asked me this question. I’ve 
listened to fascinating stories of strange 

sounds, unexplained movement in the undergrowth, and 
even one about a mysterious ‘silhouette’ that was moving 
very quickly along the ridge above the Ruins Trail. I will say 
that Dead Man’s Hollow is certainly the type of place where 
the imagination can run wild. Now, do I believe that there 
is a ghost lurking in the shadows of Dead Man’s Hollow? I 
hope so... Because the DMH Fellowship can always use 
another volunteer! 

GreenTalk with Stephen Bosnyak

an extensive, external review of the governance and management of its organization and 
the systems and policies it uses to protect land.”

“ALT’s accredited status demonstrates our commitment to the highest 
standards of professional practice,” says Roy Kraynyk, Executive Director of ALT. 
“Our land trust is a stronger organization today by participating in the rigorous 
accreditation program.”

“Being awarded accreditation required a huge effort by the staff and Board of 
ALT and we are very proud of this achievement,” says Kraynyk. “I would like to 
thank everyone who helped to make this achievement possible, including our 
accreditation consultant, Gary Rigdon and The Heinz Endowments for their 
generous support.” 

From “Accreditation”, page 1

Roy Kraynyk and Gary Rigdon
with accreditation award

GREENTALK
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$500 to $999
Alan and Janice Fleckenstein
Sherree and Jim Funk
G.M. Crain River Towing
Geonetix
Gulf Trading & Transport LLC
Kelly and Tim Haluszczak
Kevin L. Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Johnson
Paula M. Lockhart
Ann Morrison
Mark and Lori Otto
Maryanne and Robert Purdy
Venture Outdoors, Inc.
Village Garden Club
Stefan H. von Rintelen
Jodie and Bill Welge
Cherry S. White

$250 to $499
Animal Medical Center of Kennedy 

Township, P.C.
Anonymous (2)
Jaimes C. Contreras
David E. Clark
Jerry V. DeRosa
Michele and Trevor Edwards
Mary Louise and Doug Fowkes
Ms. Margaret S. Gilfillan
Ken Goebel*
Andrew Haak
Joanne and Jack Ham
Beth and Bob Hedin
IBM
Donna L. Kipp
Ian Lindsay
Rhonda and Kerry Madden*
Marci and Paul Matvey
Lynn and William McIlroy
Patrick V. McShea
Joan Miles and Cliff Bob
Alan S. and Patricia A. Miller
Brian O’Brien
Susan R. Orenstein
Mr. Stephen Quick
Mona and Bob Riordan
Mr. and Mrs. William Roemer
Sally Stevenson Ruffin
Ron Schipani
Mr and Mrs. Preston W. Shimer
Sarah and Howard Shockey
Linda and Lindsey Smith
Thomas J. Smith
Hon. and Mrs. William L. Standish
Denny and Jean Stanhagen
Diane and Patrick Strollo
Mrs. Sonya S. Thorbecke
Fanor and Annamaria Vega
Mr. and Mrs. Helge H. Wehmeier
Barbara Zupcic

$100 to $249
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Abell
Molly Amsler
Anonymous (4)
Ginny Balderston and Ted Vuchinich
Tingle and Richard Barnes
Barbara L. Barry
Ms. Jennie Bartlett
Sam Bertenthal and Fernando Humphreys
BKG Industries Inc.
Bob Bolding
Marcia McNutt Brissett
Janet S. Brooks

responding to the Call
by Rhonda Madden, Director of Development

Conservation CirCle 
$100,000 & Up
Allegheny Regional Asset District
Colcom Foundation
Heinz Endowments
Mr. Thomas W. McCargo*
PA Department of Environmental Protection
PA Environmental Defense Foundation
Edward M. and Kirsten Stripay*

$50,000 tp $99,999
PA Department of Conservation & Natural 

Resources

$10,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Noel and James Browne
Katherine Mabis McKenna Foundation*
Laurel Foundation*
Massey Charitable Trust
The Pittsburgh Foundation* 

$5,000 to $9,999
Bradford Woods Conservancy Fund*
Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh L. Brown*
Craig and Frances Kinney*
Melinda O’Rourke*
Pennsylvania Land Trust Association*

$1,000 to $4,999
R. W. Allebach and Lisa D. Steagall
Allegheny Financial Group
Janet and Phil Brooks*
Thomas D. Browand*
Mrs. Arthur L. Coburn
Community Foundation for the Alleghenies*
Sylvia Dallas and John C. Oliver III
Environmental Fund for PA & GreenWorks
Sigo Falk
Dr. Robin Girdhar and Ms. Madelyn Reilly
Robin Hummel-Johnson
Independent Controllers Service, Inc.
Diane and John Inserra
Roy Kraynyk*
Manning Napier Foundation
Janet and Sumner McDanel
Maria and David Myron
Ray and Elsa Parker
Joan and Bob Peirce
Mary L. and Fred Pement
Edward Pencoske
Picadio Sneath Miller & Norton, P.C.
PNC Capital Advisors
Carrie and Tim Stanny
Linda S. and John W. Ubinger, Jr.
Sally and David Wade
Western Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned 

Mine Reclamation
Williams Coulson Johnson Lloyd Parker & 

Tedesco, LLC

It was another great year for local land conservation in 2010! Allegheny Land 
Trust is so grateful for all of the support that we received that makes our 
conservation work possible. More and more, local groups are turning to Allegheny 
Land Trust for help in protecting the natural areas that are important in their 
communities. And more and more, we can respond to their call for help because of 
the strong investment of our generous supporters who year in and year out respond 
to our calls for help. 

Within this group are over 115 new individual supporters from Mt. Washington 
who contributed to expand Emerald View Park. Showing that small groups can also 
make a big impact, five neighbors joined together to protect five critical acres in 
Sewickley Heights, and The Bradford Woods Conservancy funded a conservation 
easement on the Bradford Woods Reserve. We welcomed another member to our 
Legacy Society and were honored to receive generous contributions in memory of 
John Hamm and David Pencoske. Contributors who made their first donation to a 
land campaign fifteen, ten, five and two years ago continued to support us and for 
that and for every gift small and large we are very thankful. 

Allegheny Land Trust gratefully recognizes the generous gifts of its donors. 
Below are the contributors who provided valuable support in 2010 for our 
conservation efforts. 

*Mt. Washington, Hall’s Field or Bradford Woods campaign contributor.
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T hanks!A SpeciAl            to our 2010 DonorS
Suzanne M. Broughton
Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chalfant
Susan Clancy
Ms. Barbara A. Clark and Mr. Richard Shannon
Debbie and Frank Coonelly
Susan & George Craig
David and Marian Crossman
Dr. Elizabeth Hager Cothern
Ms. Jean Daniels
Dollar Bank Foundation
Tom Dubois
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Elste
David Fawcett
Fischhoff Family
Richard D. Flinn
Mr. Anthony T. Floro
Michael John Ford
Meg and Drew Forsyth
Cyril A. Fox
James Funderburgh
Suzanne and Kevin J. Garber
Garden Club of Allegheny County
C. Donald Gates
Art Gazdik and Debbie Williamson
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Amy S. Gross
Ms. Lynn Heckman and Mr. Kevin Smay
Bob and Laurie Henninger
Dr. Stan Herman
Lorraine Houston and Robert Houston
Diane and Ray Hulings
Phil and Sandra Hundley
Margaret L. Hunter*
David Immonen
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Johnson
Nancy Keegan and Michael Graves*
Kathy and John Keller
Stephen Kifer and Robin Eden
Peggy and William Kipp
Andy and Ginny Komer
Pat and Gary Kraeuter
Bonita Kwolek and Jeffrey Wagner
Richard Kubia
Sherye and Don Lammers*
Mr. William Lawrence III
Robert Levin
Thomas J. Lewis Jr., M.D.
Norma and John Liebenguth
Dorothy Taylor Lindner
Betsey and George Linge
Barbara Frazer Lowe
Edie and David Lowe
John K. Maitland
Brian McBane
Bruce McClellan and Jw Schoyer
Kirsten and Rich McCormack
Brigid McDevitt
Edward McDonnell
Victoria and Alicia McGinnis
Christine and Joseph McLean
Dianne and Richard Meister
Anne B. Metcalf
Mr. Harry Meyer Jr.
Margaret and Robert Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Morrow
Donna and Bill Moul
Charlyn Mulkey
Bob Mulshine
Heidi Munn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Munsch
Kathy and John Murphy
Elizabeth and Stephen O’Keefe
Christine O’Lare
Laura and Tom Pangburn
Lara Yunsu Park
Geraldine Hulme Pivar

Dorothy and Neal Pollon
Janet and Bob Potter
Tom and Barbara Reilly
Patricia Renwick
Jory and Melanie Richman
Gary Rigdon
Ken and Jill Schiebel
Mr. and Mrs. A. Reed Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. David Sculley
Senior Men’s Club
Mr. Frank Simons
Sisterson & Co. LLP
Lisa Smith and Ken Gfroerer
Ms. Suzonne L. Smith*
Amy F. Snider
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Sour

Mary Beth Steisslinger
Susana and David Steppan
Tamey Sucharski
Mr. Michael Super
Anita Tamburo
The Cahouet Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. J. David Thompson
Mr. Richard V. Thompson
Karen Thorne
David Torrey*
Ruth L. VanLaningham*
Diane and Dick Viall
Jessica and John Walliser
Arthur Waters
Charles Weisberg
Damon and Jeanine Weiss
Tracy and Edward Weller
Jim West
James A. Wilkinson
Timothy Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Wright
J. A. Wunderlich III
Ms. Rives Rea Yost
Linda Young
Margaret Zak
Jeaneen Zappa

$35 to $99
Yves Alarie
Mr. Darrell Alfred
Anonymous
Marlin S. Bartos
Betsy and John Baun
Vicki Beatty
Paul M. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cannella III
Richard and Barbara Carrier

Priscilla and Larry Castner
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin V. Clarke, Jr.
Tom Cockrell
Brenda Cooke and Scott Frank
Emilie Cooper
Sally Ann and Joseph Cortese
John and Noreen Coyne
Linda and Harold Deiss
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Dickhans
Kristin Knoell Diehl
Hugh Downing
Judith and Stephen Downing
E.K. Smith Landscape Design
Bonnie Engel
Mary Ann Farrell
Mr. Marshall Fausold
Carol Feola and Chris Alberts
Martha and Frank Finley
Janet Foreman
Anna and Tom Gay
Marilyn and Tom Gelzhiser
Courtland and Sherri Gould
Barbara and Gary Grosch
Arlene and Alfred Grubbs
Hannah E. Hardy
Barbara Harkness
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Harff
Chris and Iris Harlan
Phyllis Hartman
John and Sharon Hess
Ms. Paula P. Hinston
Mr. Ivan Hofmann
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hofstetter
Sue Hostler
Derek and Nanette Hought
Mary Jane and David Huggins
Eileen Boyd Hutchinson
Chris Irwin
Kamin Realty Company
David W. Kephart, Jr.
Mary A. Kenny
Kathleen Kovacs
Judy Kueshner
Kenneth A. Lasota, Ph.D. and  

Rebecca A. Stanhope, Ed.D.
Betty Jo Hirschfield Louik
Katherine Lynch
Sherron and Pat Lynch
Dolly and Ed Lyness
Sherry H. Malone
Maddy and Ray McClintock
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer L. Menges, Jr.
Jason Miller
Kathy Miller and Tom Brown
Donna L. Nahum
Eliza and Hugh Nevin
Laura and Trevor Norris
Karen and Steven Partridge
Mr. and Mrs. J. William Paul
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Remaley
Bett Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson S. Ross
Joy Sabl
Beth Scaggs
Julie Schenk
Schenley Farms Garden Club
Maureen Hogan and Dan Sentz
Sewickley Heights History Center
Nancy J. Snyder
Nancy and Paul Stadnik
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes Stover
Matthew B. Tarr
Ms. Debbie Thompson
Trowel & Error Garden Club

ALT’s work in the 
pittsburgh area is an 
important reminder 
of the value of open 
space and a key 
contributor to 
preserving natural 
areas. natural 
recreation areas are 
important on so 
many levels, 
including human 
health and 
enjoyment and the 
providing of wildlife 

habitat in an increasingly crowded world. I 
have been impressed not only with the 
purpose of the group but also with their 
successful work with land owners and their 
ability to raise the necessary funds. ALT is 
GooD at what it does and is a real contributor 
to quality of life in the pittsburgh area.

Ann Coburn, Sewickley
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A SpeciAl            to our 2010 DonorS
James R. Wardrop
Tom and Saundra Waseleski
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Weimer
James Callan and Carol Adele Weitz
Matt Wholey
Mrs. Emily Willets
Christine and Allan Williams
Mary W. Wilson
Karen and Steve Wirth

Emerald View park Expansion 
(Mt. washington)
With the protection of this property, Emerald View Park 
will expand to encompass 257 acres in Mt.Washington 
and link southern facing trails to Grandview Avenue.
Catherine Amery
Anonymous (2)
Dr. Egil Aukrust
Jan Ban
Phyllis Barber
Christopher Beichner
Carolyne Benintend
William Betts
Josh and Alisa Blatter
Georgia Blotzer
Ms. Susan E. Brandt
Hugh and Jean Brannan
Janet and Phil Brooks
Thomas D. Browand
Clyde and Sharon Brunk
Meg and Bill Burroughs
Frances Burych
Michael Ciak and Keri Anne Conoway
Daniel Cinowalt
Jacqueline Cochrane
Community Foundation for the Alleghenies
Kathleen Connolly
Amy and David Cooper
Charles and Mary Jo Cwenar
George D’Angelo
Darla D’Anna
Joseph and Bonnie Danick
Cornella Davis Ph.D.
Kathleen and Paul DeSerio
Luke and Jeannie Desmone
Nancy Dever
John and Patricia Dorfield
Cynthia Driscoll
Ed Dunlap
Jim Dunn
Ellen Engstrom
Janet Felmeth
Anita Fletcher
Ed and Claire Furman
Virginia and Robert Gates
Ron and Nancy Giallonardo
Paul Gitnik
Caren Glotfelty
Ken Goebel
Beth Goodwin
Mary Kay Goodwin
Lillian and Joseph Gordon
Laurie Graham
The Grambrindi Davies Charitable Fund  

of the Pittsburgh Foundation
Linda K. Gruver
George Haeck
Patricia Henderson
Alexandra Hope and David Webber
Dennis Huber
Jack Hughes
Margaret L. Hunter
Michael Ingram
Jon Jackson and Roxanne Sherbeck
Marilyn Jenkins
Roberta Jones

Christine Jordanoff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Juba
Darla M. Kaczmarek
Katherine Mabis McKenna Foundation, Inc.
Nancy Keegan and Michael Graves
John and Debbie Knorr
Alan and Linda Komm
Mr. Donald A. Kortlandt
Roy Kraynyk
Judson Kristoff
Michael Lamb
Sherye and Don Lammers
Bobbi Lasto

Laurel Foundation
Deborah Liotus
Jane Lohman
Rhonda and Kerry Madden
Jim Mansmann
Mrs. Matthew Marshall
Paula Mathieson
Patti and Art McAuley
Tom and Patricia McCue
Mrs. Dorothy McFerron
Tom and Elaine Meisner
Karen Merry
William Miale
Barbara Miller
Therese Dillman Moss
James and Michele Mulick
Mr. Al Nelson
Ann Ostergaard
Sandy Petrakis and Ed Sheehan
Diane and Dennis Petronko
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Jean and Thayer Potter
Gerald Potts
Deborah and Martin Powell
Laura and Joe Ralyea
Gertrude Rehbock
Margaret and N.L. Samways
Chris Seymour
Mr and Mrs. Preston W. Shimer
Eva Simms
Ms. Suzonne L. Smith
Patricia Standring
Charles Stewart
Michael Stumpf
Mr. Chuck Tague
Paul J. Tellers
Sue Thompson
David Torrey
Ruth L. VanLaningham
David Vater
Valentina Vavasis
W. M. Slater and Sons Directors
John and Kerry Walluk
Edward Wintermantel
Bob Wolke and Marlene Parrish

Hall’s Field (Sewickley Heights)
This property known to local residents as Hall’s Field is 
located on Barberry Road adjacent to Sewickley Heights 
Park. It helps to link Sewickley Heights Park with ALT’s 
Audubon Greenway.
Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh L. Brown
Craig and Frances Kinney
Mr. Thomas W. McCargo
Melinda O’Rourke
Edward M. and Kirsten Stripay

bradford woods Conservation Easement
The conservation easement agreement between ALT 
and Bradford Woods Borough permanently protects the 
Bradford Woods Reserve. 
Bradford Woods Conservancy Fund
Pennsylvania Land Trust Association

In-Kind 
Andora Restaurant Catering
Andy Warhol Museum
Applied Ecological Services
Aurelia’s Café
Beecher’s Coffee
Carnegie Science Center
City Theatre Company
Eat N’ Park
G Services
Golden Triangle Bike Rental
Jimmy Wan’s
Bernadette Kazmarski
Alan and Linda Komm
Greg Nace
National Aviary
Over the Bar Bicycle Cafe
Pashek Associates
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, Inc.
Pittsburgh CLO
Pittsburgh Musical Theater
Pittsburgh Pirates
Pittsburgh Steelers Community Relations
Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium
Primanti Brothers
Reed Smith, LLP
Senator John Heinz History Center
SteffesWood Apiary
Mr. Richard V. Thompson
Thomas J. Valiknac
Venture Outdoors, Inc.
Washington Wild Things
Jodie and Bill Welge
Wilderness Voyageurs

In Memory
John hamm Internship Endowment
This memorial endowment will support a paid internship 
focused on conservation efforts in the Chartiers Watershed.
Nancy Alauzen
Frank and PJ Bagnato
Claire Baldwin
Lois Baskin and Bill Taubenfeld
Laura Brophy
Michael Cavalier
Karen Chesko
Kathy and Scott Coatsworth
Carol Davis
Ken and Kristina Evans
Margaret Forbes
Deborah Gould and Paige Warner
Terri Gould
Ruth and Arvin Grabel
Margaret Grand
Jerry and Mim Gzesh
Gretchen Hamm
Janice Koopmans

For me ALT 
demonstrates the 
impact that a 
concerned board of 
Directors and a 
dedicated and 
extremely well 
informed staff can 
have on land 
conservation and 
environmental 
stewardship efforts. 
Supporting ALT is 
something that both 

my heart and brain tell me that I have to do.

bill Moul, bradford woods



Rose M. Kutsenkow
Phyllis-Lynne Leithauser
Jan MacGregor and Stephan Salvador
Andreas Ernst Mach
Marcus, Hays & Associates, P.C.
Thomas and Georgine Materniak
James and Roberta McConomy
PA Environmental Defense Foundation
Joyce and Ernest Pearl
Arthur Quinn
David and Mary Quiroz
Ethel Raim and Catherine Foster
Mary Reilly
C. Paul Scott M.D.
Dennis W. Szymaitis
Felicia Taubenfield
Wallace Watson
Jane R. Weiner

In memory of Clyde S. Brooks
Janet and Phil Brooks
Nancy Keegan and Michael Graves

In memory of Ted Fithian
Betsy and John Baun
Jim Schmiedlin

In memory of David Pencoske
Jennifer Churma
Rhonda and Kerry Madden
Edward Pencoske

In memory of Phyllis K. Semple
Edward McDonnell
Cherry S. White

In memory of George Snyder
Maddy and Ray McClintock
Nancy J. Snyder

Yves Alarie in memory of Micheline Alarie
Mr. and Mrs. David Allen in memory of Ann Speedy
Ginny Balderston and Ted Vuchinich in memory of 

Joseph Panza
Sam Bertenthal and Fernando Humphreys in memory 

of Anne R. Humphreys
Jacqueline Cochrane in memory of Peggy Hildenbrand
Martha and Frank Finley in memory of Rob Finley
Mr. Ivan Hofmann in memory of Carol Kraynyk
Rose M. Kutsenkow in memory of Michael Kutsenkow
Sherye and Don Lammers in memory of Jeanne 

Rowlands
Thomas J. Lewis Jr., M.D. in memory of Kittye B. Lewis
Mrs. Dorothy McFerron in memory of Kenneth C. 

McFerron
Shelley and Eric Nilson in memory of William J. Keane
Janet and Bob Potter in memory of Robert H. Potter
Karen and Steve Wirth in memory of Jim Wirth

In Honor
Sally Ann and Joseph Cortese in honor of Lynne M. 

Taiclet
Margaret L. Hunter in honor of William Lawrence III
Darla M. Kaczmarek in honor of Dorothy Senher
Robert Levin in honor of Carl and Kathy Prutting
Edward McDonnell in honor of Heather H. Semple

Legacy Society
The Allegheny Land Trust Society recognizes ALT 
supporters who have chosen to help ensure that our 
beautiful local landscapes are forever protected for 
future generations to enjoy. These first Legacy 
Society members have included Allegheny Land 
Trust in their estate plans.

Roy Kraynyk
Patricia Renwick
Carrie and Tim Stanny

Every attempt has been made to accurately list 
contributors to Allegheny Land Trust for the period 
January 1 – December 31, 2010. 

If there are any errors or omissions, please accept our 
apologies and please call 412-741-2750 or email us at 
admin@alleghenylandtrust.org so that we may correct 
our records. Thank you.

woULD yoU LIKE To HELp ConSERVE LAnD In ALLEGHEny CoUnTy?
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what will be your legacy?

You can make sure that generations after 
us will be able to enjoy the same scenery 
and conservation benefits that we do 
today by helping to protect the land we 
cherish.

Learn more about ALT’s Legacy Society 
and making a gift that costs nothing 
during your lifetime, with possible tax 
benefits by:

• Adding Allegheny Land Trust as a 
beneficiary in your will; 

• Making Allegheny Land Trust a 
beneficiary of your IRA or retirement 
fund; 

• Naming Allegheny Land Trust as a 
beneficiary of an insurance policy. 

Please visit www.alleghenylandtrust.org 
and click How to Help/Gift Planning or 

call us at 412-741-2750.

Chairman and President

Philip L. Brooks

exeCutive viCe President & 
seCretary

Alan S. Miller

treasurer

David P. Myron

viCe President membershiP & 
Fundraising

B. Timothy Stanny

viCe President stewardshiP

Mary Beth Steisslinger

viCe President CommuniCations & 
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AllEGhEny lAnD TruST oFFICErS

we first learned about Allegheny Land Trust 
during the campaign to purchase the 
wingfield pines Conservation Area in 2001. 
The work ALT is doing to preserve local land 
that otherwise might be developed 
irresponsibly is very important to us. we’re 
especially pleased with the terrific AMD 
treatment system that ALT has constructed at 
wingfield pines. not only does it enhance the 
property with beautiful wetlands, but it 
provides continuing benefits all the way 
downstream on Chartiers Creek.  we’re proud 
to support ALT’s outstanding achievements.

Maryanne and Robert purdy

PHOTO BY BERNADETTE E. KAZMARSKI
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partnerships that she is developing with the Urban Eco-
Stewards, AmeriCorps, Bidwell Training Center and a host 
of dedicated students, groups and individuals volunteering 
at Sycamore Island, Dead Man’s Hollow or in the office. 
Volunteers like archeologist Christine Davis and ecologist 
Bob Hedin have agreed to lead interpretative hikes so we 
can offer you more opportunities to visit and learn about 
conservation areas that you helped to protect. If you are 
interested in leading a hike see the article above. 

In January, we closed on a 14-acre property on Mt. 
Washington to help expand the Emerald View Park. This 

ongoing collaboration with the Mt. Washington 
Community Development Corporation will continue in 
2011 as we work to acquire more critical lands to add to 
the Park. We also hope to expand Dead Man’s Hollow in 
Elizabeth Township, protect more land along Chartiers and 
Pine Creek, the Mon River and in Sewickley Heights. 

Finally I want to express a heart-felt THANK YOU to 
everyone who supported Allegheny Land Trust last year. I 
hope that you feel a sense of accomplishment and pride as 
you read VISTAS, because it is your support that has 
fueled our growth and success. 

“From the Executive Director”, continued from page 1

The fruit of the staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina) is a valuable, native food source for birds in winter. Did you know that the Native Americans 

used to make a drink similar to lemonade from this fruit? (Photo taken at Dead Man’s Hollow.)

Allegheny Land Trust needs YOUR expertise! We are looking for volunteers to share their passion with us and 
our members. We want to plan field visits to ALT Conservation Areas led by YOU. Are you an avid birder? Take a 
group out for some bird watching at Wingfield Pines for the day. An ecologist by profession? Lead a hike along the 
trails on Sycamore Island spotting invasive species. Do your friends call you “Pennsylvania’s Biggest History Buff”? 
Share the history of Dead Man’s Hollow with our members. If you’re interested in using your expertise to educate 
your friends and neighbors about the benefits of land conservation, email Emilie Cooper, Stewardship Coordinator, 
at ecooper@alleghenylandtrust.org. 

A special thank you to Christine Davis and Bob Hedin who have already volunteered to lead events for our 
members. Check future e-alerts and the website for the dates of these upcoming programs.

Sycamore Island has a fascinating history beginning with Native 
American archaeology and continuing through the 20th century. 

Historian and archaeologist, Christine Davis, will interpret the artifacts 
and features found on the Island. We’ll also briefly look at other sites in 

this unique part of the Allegheny River including the riverside Cider Mill 
where Chris works with a team of archaeologists and cultural resource 

managers. She has been President of Christine Davis Consultants, Inc. for 
the past 26 years and is an avid supporter of riverlife. 

Each year, approximately 1 billion gallons of water carrying 43 tons of iron 
oxide are discharged from the abandoned mine at Wingfield Pines. Prior to the 
construction of the AMD system, this polluted discharge was deposited directly 
into Chartiers Creek. Robert Hedin of Hedin Environmental developed the 
plans and designed the AMD system, managed construction activities, 
monitored the system’s treatment effectiveness and prepared the Operation and 
Maintenance Plan. Join Dr. Hedin on a tour of the AMD system and see how 
the natural forces of gravity and oxidation direct the AMD through a series of 
settling ponds that capture the iron sediment. 
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AprIl 9 AFTErnoon
Sycamore Island Trail Craze Work Day
email: sycamoreisland@alleghenylandtrust.org 
for reservations

AprIl 14, 6:30 To 9:00 p.m.
Marcellus Shale Information Night
Big Sewickley Creek Volunteer Fire Hall
1850 Big Sewickley Creek Road, 15143

mAy 12, 6:30 p.m. 
Spring Boat Tour, look for invitations in 
your mailbox.

JunE 4, 9:00 A.m. To 1:00 p.m.
Dead Man’s Hollow Trail Clean-Up  
and Dedication
Catfish Pondu
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I can’t wait to see Sycamore Island,
Barking Slopes, Dead Man’s Hollow ever since
the mail slot spit out an  invitation
to come into the woods and discover:
 
The threehorn wartyback, a mere mussel.
At home in a river’s sand or gravel,
it lives in a terraced bumpy brown shell.
Thin emerald rays slice through its mud.
 
The buffleheads, black and white diving ducks.
All their drama resides in a stunning head
accented with purple and green-blue tints.
They fly at forty-eight miles per hour,
even in a twenty-five mile-per-hour zone.
 
The fragrant understory spicebush.
It thrives beside tall trees and attracts birds.
Crush a leaf for aromatherapy.
You’ll want a body wrap in its glossy leaves.
Who knew words could whisk me into the woods?
 
—Ann Curran, Member, Mt. WashingtonEFP’s Combined 

Federal
Code is 62348.

please recycle this  newsletter—
give it to a friend when you’re done!

Printed on Recycled Paper

AlT is on Facebook!
become a fan and show your support!

Don’t miss a thing! Sign up for our occasional e-alerts—
send your e-mail to lbloor@alleghenylandtrust.org.

Donate to Allegheny 
Land Trust!
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