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From the 
Executive 

Director
PAST 

SUCCESSES AND 
FUTURE PLANS

On behalf of the 
Board of Directors and staff of 
Allegheny Land Trust I want to 
sincerely thank everyone for your 
generous gifts of time and money 
last year. Even with the 
challenging economy our 
supporters continued to give 
generously to protect land in their 
community. 

PREPARING FOR 2009
Recently, the ALT Board held 

a day-long strategic planning 
workshop that resulted in refined 
strategic goals and objectives to 
better position ALT for the current 
economy and to take advantage of 
the interest in green infrastructure. 
A standing Strategic Planning 
Committee, led by Board member 
Amy Skolen, now monitors and 
advances the Strategic Plan. 
Generating earned revenue to 
support programs is more 
important than ever. To that end, 
a subcommittee of the Board is 
working with the Social 
Innovation Accelerator to explore 
and vet earned revenue ideas that 
also support ALT’s mission of land 
conservation. 

2008 SUCCESSES
Five parcels were added to our 

conservation portfolio in 2008:
See “From the Executive Director”, 
page 4

Some of you may be familiar with the large undeveloped tract of 
land located near the northeast side of North Park in Pine Township. 
This land surrounds Irwin Run, a stream that flows into North Park Lake 
through the lagoon near the intersection of Babcock Boulevard and 
Pearce Mill Road. You may have hiked or ridden your bike up this valley 
and enjoyed its natural beauty. If you have, then you probably have been 
amazed by how quiet it is back there, and how spending time in this 

valley can make you 
feel as if you are very 
far away from 
civilization. You may 
know about the 
abundance of wildlife 
in this valley. You may 

also understand how important Irwin Run and the wetlands in this valley 
are to the water quality and overall health of North Park Lake. 

What most folks may 
not know is that just the 
lower section of the 
Irwin Run Valley is part 
of North Park. The 
County owns less than 
50% of this valley. The 
rest of this land is 
privately owned. This is 
something that all of us 

Campaign to Expand North Park Greenway 
Extended to April 30!
Article by Gary Rigdon, Chair, Friends of North Park and Board Director, 
North Area Environmental Council

Spring 2009

A Special           to Our 2008 Donors
SEE PAGES 2 AND 3 INSIDE

With an extension granted by the 
landowner through April 30, ALT 

now is focused on raising the 
remaining $86,000 needed from 

individuals to close on the property.

See “North Park Greenway”, page 5

Images of the proposed 
North Park Greenway 

property: above, Irwin 
Run meandering through 

an autumn landscape; 
left, a guided hike 

through the property in 
late winter.

T hanks!
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Conservation Circle 

$100,000 and up
Allegheny Regional Asset District
Colcom Foundation
The Heinz Endowments
PA Dept. Conservation & Natural Resources
PA Dept. Environmental Protection

$50,000 to $99,999
Laurel Foundation
Richard King Mellon Foundation

$10,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Mary Hillman Jennings Foundation
Massey Charitable Trust
Charles W. Prine, Jr. & Elizabeth Waite Prine Fund 

 of The Pittsburgh Foundation
PA Dept. Community & Economic Development

$5,000 to $9,999
Garden Club of Allegheny County
Glen and Diane Meakem Foundation
USC Citizens for Land Stewardship
Ms. Barbara Zupcic

$1,000 to $4,999
R.W. Allebach & Lisa D. Steagall
Allegheny Financial Group
Babst, Calland, Clements and Zomnir, P.C.
Bob Bolding
Thomas D. Browand
Noel and James Browne
Environmental Fund for PA
Donna and David Gerson
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Roy Kraynyk
Mr. William Lawrence III
Janet and Sumner McDanel
Alan S. and Patricia A. Miller
Maria and David Myron
Joan and Bob Peirce
Dr. Robin Girdhar & Ms. Madelyn Reilly
Carrie and Tim Stanny
Linda and John Ubinger, Jr.
Sally and David Wade
Robert B. Williams

$500 to $999
Amshel Charitable Foundation
Mr. William Baierl
Janet and Phil Brooks
Susan and Peter Friday
Suzanne and Kevin J. Garber
Terry Gould
Joanne and Jack Ham
Mrs. Robin Hummel-Johnson
Susan R. Orenstein
Mary and Fred Pement
Mr. and Mrs. Preston W. Shimer
Mary Tufts and John T. Elliott
Village Garden Club

$250 to $499
Animal Medical Center of Kennedy Township
Barbara L. Barry
Mr. William Bates
Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh L. Brown
Jaimes C. Contreras
Jerry V. DeRosa
Grossman Yanak & Ford LLP
Mary Louise and Doug Fowkes
Ms. Margaret S. Gilfillan
Susan M. Gold

Rhonda M. Hagins
Kelly and Tim Haluszczak
IBM
Diane and John Inserra
Kevin L. Jenkins
Peter C. Kohnke
Ellyn and Scott Lenz
Paula M. Lockhart
Dr. and Mrs. Robert MacLachlan
Patrick V. McShea
Gwen and Steve Manto
Hazel and Simon Merrills
Leslie and Stephen Miller
Ann Morrison
Laura and Tom Pangburn
Maryanne and Robert Purdy
Stephen Quick
Mr. William Roemer
Ron Schipani
Mr. and Mrs. Preston W. Shimer
Linda and Lindsey Smith
Hon. and Mrs. William L. Standish
Diane and Dick Viall
Linda Young

$100 to $249
Evelyn and Karl Aigner
Yves Alarie
Anonymous
Geraldine Armstrong
Mr. Douglas B. Atkinson
Cathy and Bob Baierl
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Baierl, Jr.
Derek Barker
Sam Bertenthal and Fernando Humphreys
BKG Industries, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley B. Blaylock
Ms. Jacquelyn A. Bonomo
Bracken Burns
Marcia McNutt Brissett
Kimberly and Scott Brown & Family
Burt Hill
The Cahouet Charitable Trust
Victoria and Patrick Carrigan
Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chalfant
Angelo Ciotti
City High Team 2011
Susan Clancy
David E. Clark
Mrs. Arthur L. Coburn
Sally Ann and Joseph Cortese
Elizabeth Cothren
Susan & George Craig
Lynn R. DeLorenzo
Wendy, Brian & Salvador DelVecchio
Cindy and Ed Dzubak
Michele and Trevor Edwards
Dr. Noah M. Eger
Mary and Henry Ewalt
Marianne Fadden
Michael Fallon
Donna and Kevin Flannery
Mr. Anthony T. Floro
Janet Foreman
Meg and Drew Forsyth
Cyril A. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Gebhardt
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Getty
Moira Gledhill
Ken Goebel
Wendy and Tim Gordon
Katie and Tucker Gordon
Courtland Gould
Elaine Gustafson
Martha S. and James B. Haines
Donnis and Thomas Headley

Ms. Lynn Heckman and Mr. Kevin Smay
Paula and Neil Holmes
Susan and John Holton
Homestead Amity McCandless Ldg 582
Margaret L. Hunter
Scott D. Izzo
Leslie and Steven Kanter
Richard Kubia
Patricia Rambasek and Richard Laird
Sherye and Don Lammers
Elsie Y. Lewis
Dorothy Taylor Lindner
Edie and David Lowe
Debera and William Marra
Rodger Marticke
Brian M. McBane
Katie McCorkle
Mr. Howard McIlvried
Christine and Joseph McLean
Dianne and Richard Meister
Anne B. Metcalf
Deanna Mitchell
Bob Mulshine
Heidi Munn
Kathy and John Murphy
Eliza and Hugh Nevin
Elizabeth and Stephen O’Keefe
Mrs. David B. Oliver II
Sylvia Dallas and John C. Oliver III
John Orndorff
Jane M. Patarcity
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Perryman, Sr.
Dorothy and Neal Pollon
Kate Reck
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Roberts
Sally Stevenson Ruffin
Mr. and Mrs. A. Reed Schroeder
Theresa and Edward Schroth
Harton S. Semple, Jr.
Sarah and Howard Shockey
Amy L. Skolen
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Sour
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes Stover
Renee and Henry Suhr
Leslie Swensen
Robert L. Taylor
Mrs. W. Bruce Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. J. David Thompson
Mrs. Sonya S. Thorbecke
Mike Tomana
Bonita Kwolek and Jeffrey Wagner
Jessica and John Walliser
Cherry Semple White
Mr. Helge H. Wehmeier
Charles Weisberg
Shirley and Tom Woolaway
J.A. Wunderlich III

$35 to $99
Donna Amato
Dave Boehmer
Ms. Susan E. Brandt
Janet S. Brooks
Robert L. Burns, Jr.
Carol Adele Weitz and James Callan
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cannella III
Sara G. Casey
Priscilla and Larry Castner
Ms. Cindy Cox
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Craig
Kristin Knoell Diehl
Cynthia Driscoll
E.K. Smith Landscape Design
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Elste
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Martha and Robert Fidoten
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Allegheny Land Trust gratefully recognizes the generous gifts of its donors. Below are the contributors who provided valuable support in 2008 for our conservation efforts. 

Martha and Frank Finley
Fischhoff Family
Marjorie Brainerd Floyd
Mr. Donald B. Fogel
Michael John Ford
Andrew Frishkorn
James Funderburgh
Garigan-Browne Family
Anna and Tom Gay
Marilyn and Tom Gelzhiser
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Harff
Mr. Thomas Hay
Betty Jo Hirschfield and Howard Louik
Mr. Ivan Hofmann
Susan Hostler
Integrity Realty
Allen I. Janis
Joan Jessen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Johnson
Mary A. Kenny
Sarah B. Kenny
Peggy and William Kipp
Gene Klein
Kathleen Kovacs
Judy Kueshner
Phil Kumanchik
Kenneth A. Lasota & Rebecca A. Stanhope
Richard A. Liberto
Sherry H. Malone
Marge McClintock
Peter J. McCormick
JoAnne McGroder
Bonnie McKeown
Joan Miles and Cliff Bob
Margie and Paul Myers
Joann Naser
Karen and Steven Partridge
Kathy and Ray Paschke
Mr. and Mrs. J. William Paul
Gretchen and Jack Pinkerton
Evelyn G. Rader
Laura and Joe Ralyea
Ms. Janice D. Ridenour
Sharon Roseman and Paul Palevsky
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson S. Ross
Mr. and Mrs.David A. Sauers
Alden H. J. Sector
Lisa Smith and Ken Gfroerer
Amy F. Snider
Nancy J. Snyder
J.R. Utberg
Valentina Vavasis
Dot and Marvin Wedeen
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Weimer
Charles T. Wright
Dave Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Wright
Toby Yanowitz and Darrell Rapp

In-kind and Volunteers
Tara Alexander
Allegheny County Health Department
Allegheny County Parks and 

Recreation
ALT Board of Directors
Karen and Bob Anderson
Bradford Woods Conservancy 
Angelo Ciotti
David Clark
Marian Crossman
Brian DelVecchio
Dozen Bake Shop
Lucy Dufala
Elements Catering
Geocache Trigo
Ron Gargasz
Giant Eagle

Friends of North Park
Mike Havelka
Jones Day
Leslie Kanter
Bernadette Kazmarski
Matt Opdyke
Mary Lee Malloy
Marianne McFadden
Bill Moul
Mount Washington Community Development 

Corporation
North Area Environmental Council
O’Hara Landing
PA Cleanways of Allegheny County
PA Fish & Boat Commission
PA Game Commission
Panera Bread
Pashek Associates
Joel Perkovich
Bob Purdy
Rachel Carson Trails Conservancy
Gary Rigdon
Devon Ross
Scout Troop 99
Eagle Scout Ben Lowden
Eagle Scout Benjamin Ross
Beth Scaggs
Lisa and Bill Scalercio
Ed Schroth
Shipman’s
Smith Brothers
Charlie Smith
Linda and Lindsey Smith
Reed Smith LLP
Sylvan Canoe Club
Turner Dairy
John Tucci
USC Citizens for Land Stewardship
Venture Crew 801
Venture Outdoors
Terry Wagner
Waste Management 
Jodie and Bill Welge
The Wine Boss
Patricia Yeager

In Honor
Derek Barker – in honor of Henry Suhr
City High Team 2011 – in honor of John Inserra
Elaine Gustafson – in honor of Belinda Thompson
Margaret L. Hunter – in honor of William Lawrence
Phil Kumanchik – in honor of Diane Lindow
Kyoki Roberts – in honor of Joe Roberts
Raymond Paschke – in honor of Paul Haley
David Wright – in honor of Dick Quasey
Norma and John Liebenguth – in honor of Charlotte and 

Gordon Rhing
Margaret L. Hunter – in honor of William Lawrence

In Memory
Yves Alarie – in memory of Micheline Alarie
Geraldine Armstrong – in memory of Jack Armstrong
Douglas Atkinson – in memory of Patricia M. Atkinson
Sam Bertenthal and Fernando Humphrey – in memory of 

Anne Humphreys
Janet S. Brooks – in memory of Anthony Brooks
Francis W. Finley – in memory of Rob Finley
Ivan Hofmann – in memory of Carol Kraynyk
William H. Kipp – in memory of Walter A. Quel
William Lawrence – in memory of Hannah Cobb 

Lawrence
James McGroder – in memory of Walter A. Quel
Joann Naser – in memory of James B. Naser
Charles W. Pinkerton – in memory of Marcia Martin
Kate Reck – in memory of Gary Reck
David A. Sauers – in memory of Buzz Sauers
James A. Schmiedlin – in memory of Linda K. Schmiedlin 

Thomas
Nancy J. Snyder – in memory of George Snyder
Peter Sour – in memory of Ethel Keister

Every attempt has been made to accurately list contributors 
to Allegheny Land Trust for the period January 1 – 
December 31, 2008. If there are any errors or omissions, 
please accept our apologies and please call 412-741-2750 or 
email us at admin@alleghenylandtrust.org so that we may 
correct our records. Thank you.

Executive Director Roy Kraynyk makes a “stump speech” 
at Bounty in the Barn, October 12, 2008
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Allegheny Land Trust gratefully recognizes the generous gifts of its donors. Below are the contributors who provided valuable support in 2008 for our conservation efforts. 

• 	14-acre Sycamore Island in Blawnox
• 11 acres on Mt. Washington linking 

other public lands in a 235 acre-
greenway

• 7 acres in Upper St Clair closing the 
gap in a four-mile greenway along 
Chartiers Creek

• 40 acres in Lincoln and Liberty 
Boroughs along the Yough River

• 10 acres in the Little Sewickley Creek 
watershed.

These are not large parcels of land, 
but they advance ALT’s strategic 
conservation goals to provide the 
greatest public benefits according to our 
Greenprint criteria.

2009 CHALLENGES
2009 will present many challenges – 

some familiar, others entirely new. 

Mt. Washington
ALT is brokering the transfer of five 

parcels of vacant land on Mt. 
Washington to the City of Pittsburgh to 
be added to the Grand View Scenic 
Byway Park. We are also negotiating the 
purchase of 19 acres. This follows the 
protection by ALT of an 11-acre parcel 
on Mt. Washington last year – the 
largest addition to a City park in 
decades. 

North Park
At the time I’m writing this, we are 

inching closer to our goal of $504,000 
to acquire 75 acres adjacent to North 
Park in the Irwin Run valley in Pine 
Township. The success of this 
community-based conservation project 
is due to the overwhelming support of a 
cadre of community groups who have 
coalesced around the campaign to raise 
the final dollars needed to purchase the 
property. North Area Environmental 
Council, The Friends of North Park, 
Rachel Carson Trails Conservancy and 
several homeowner associations have 
been involved in a variety of ways to 
engage their membership, friends and 
neighbors. They’ve organized hikes, 
fundraisers, cocktail parties, 
presentations and press coverage and 

raised $18,000 in a few short weeks. 
More activities are planned. Over 
$418,000 has been raised to date 
towards our goal. See “Campaign to 
Expand North Park Greenway” on page 
1 for more information on this project. 

Lower Chartiers Watershed
We are continuing work in the 

Lower Chartiers Watershed in 
Thornburg to protect 63 acres with a 
conservation easement. Last year we 
helped broker a conservation deal 
between the Chartiers Nature 
Conservancy and the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority. 

Wingfield Pines AMD Remediation
After five years of planning, the 

abandoned mine drainage passive 
treatment system is finally under 
construction at Wingfield Pines in 
Upper St. Clair. The system will 
eliminate 43 tons of iron oxide from 
entering Chartiers Creek each year.  
Visit our website for pictures of the 
progress. Completion is expected in 
June.

Sycamore Island
We will be developing a  

Management Plan for Sycamore Island 
that guides protection of the island’s 
unique aquatic and terrestrial resources 
while allowing public enjoyment. 

As you can see 2009 promises to be 
a very busy year and we sincerely 
appreciate all the support individuals 
like yourself have provided over the 
years. Without a growing membership it 
is difficult to convince major funders 
that the community supports land 
conservation. Thank you once again for 
your contribution and regardless of the 
amount you are able to give, your 
membership is a vote for local land 
conservation.  

As always, if you have any questions 
about these projects please call me 
directly at 412-741-2750 or visit our 
website. And thank you for supporting 
community-based land conservation—
encourage a friend to join!   RK

“From the Executive Director”, continued from page 11
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Allegheny Land Trust Officers
Chair and President

Kevin J. Garber
Executive Vice President

Philip L. Brooks
Treasurer

David P. Myron
Secretary

Alan S. Miller
Vice President Development

Ann F. Morrison
Vice President Communications & Outreach

William J. Bates
Vice President Stewardship

Patrick V. McShea
Vice President Project Development

B. Timothy Stanny
Vice President Governance

John W. Ubinger, Jr.

Directors

Staff
Clare Byrnes, Operations Manager

Doug France, Stewardship Coordinator
Rhonda M. Hagins, Director of Development

Roy Kraynyk, Executive Director

Designer, illustrator: Bernadette E. Kazmarski

Suite 206A, 409 Broad Street, Sewickley, PA 15143
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VISTAS is underwritten by an anonymous donor. 
Thank you.

William Baierl
Bob Bolding

Thomas Browand
James Browne

Jerry V. DeRosa
Lynn R. DeLorenzo
Tim A. Haluszczak
Lynn L. Heckman

John Inserra
Kevin L. Jenkins

Robert T. MacLachlan
Stephen Quick

Ronald C. Schipani
Stevan R. Schott

Amy Skolen
Mary Beth Steisslinger

Madelyn A. Reilly
Sally K. Wade

Robert B. Williams

Avian
 Visitor

ALT supporter Belinda Thompson shared the 
above photo of an Eastern Screech owl 
staying snug in a maple tree at their home. 
“Our family cares very much for protecting 
the natural beauty of this area and we are 
pleased to support ALT,” Belinda Thompson, 
ALT supporter since 2004.



who care about North Park, our local environment, and 
our community need to know about. We also need to know 
that if we can come together quickly as a community, and 
raise enough money, that we can protect this valuable land by 
supporting the efforts of Allegheny Land Trust to purchase 
this property.

ALT recognizes the Irwin Run Valley as a place worth 
protecting. Because of this, ALT has a sales agreement in place 
with a private landowner to purchase 75 acres of the Irwin Run 
Valley to expand the North Park Greenway. Funding has been 
provided by some large donors, but this transaction cannot be 
completed unless our community shows support for this 
purchase by raising part of the money that is required. To date, 
ALT has raised just over $418,000 toward the $504,000 project 
goal including over $18,000 from community groups and 
neighbors and needs a remaining $86,000 to close on this 
property before April 30, 2009.

North Area Environmental Council (NAEC) also 
recognizes the Irwin Run Valley as a place worth protecting. 
NAEC is an independent, nonprofit organization established 
in 1969 by citizens of northern Allegheny County 
communities to promote conservation. NAEC’s focus is on 
North Park and the entire Pine Creek Watershed, including 
Irwin Run. NAEC’s Board of Directors feels so strongly that 
the Irwin Run Valley needs to be protected that they matched 
contributions from members and friends with $4,000 of money 
earned over the years by NAEC’s annual Tree Seedling Sale. 

We hope you will join us in helping ALT expand the 
North Park Greenway by making a gift today. To make a 
contribution dedicated to this project, please visit  
www.alleghenylandtrust.org under “Properties” and “North 
Park” and “click to donate” or call 412-741-2750.

“North Park Greenway”, continued from page 1

How You Can Help
Volunteer as a Site Steward

Site stewards are an invaluable resource for ALT. 
Stewards help to monitor and manage conservation 
lands by walking trails and boundaries and providing 
the important local connection we need to care for 
protected lands. For more information on becoming 
an ALT Site Steward, contact us at 412-741-2750 or 
visit our website at www.alleghenylandtrust.org.

Make a Donation

Allegheny Land Trust is an independent Pennsylvania 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. With over 1,415 
acres already under our care and the growing need 
to protect the area’s unique landscape before it is 
changed forever, ALT relies on contributions from 
local individuals, businesses and foundations to make 
our conservation work possible. If you would like to 
make a donation today, please contact us at  
412-741-2750 or donate online through our secure 
server by visiting the “How to Help” section of our 
website: www.alleghenylandtrust.org. Thank you!

For information on ways to help ALT conserve 
local land, visit the “How to Help” section of 
our website at www.alleghenylandtrust.org.
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BP representative Shawn Croucher presents ALT Executive Director Roy 
Kraynyk with check for $40,725 from the British Petroleum Foundation 
through the PA Department of Environmental Protection in support of the 
proposed North Park Greenway project.
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alt tree planting at wingfield pines
Upper St. Clair
April 18; 9am – 2pm

ALT Spring Clean Up at Dead Man’s 
Hollow
Monongahela Valley
April 25; 9am – 2pm
 

MAY MART
Sewickley
May 9; 9am – 1pm

9th Annual Venture Outdoors 
Festival
Point State Park
May 16; 11am – 6pm
Remember to stop by ALT’s booth!

For information on volunteering, please contact 
Rhonda Hagins at rhagins@alleghenylandtrust.
org.

Please recycle this newsletter—give it to a friend when you’re done!
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What will be your legacy?
This land was here before us and will exist long after we’re gone, 

but we can choose the mark we leave on it. 

You can make sure that generations after us will be able to 
enjoy the same views and activities we do today by helping to 

conserve the land we cherish.

Allegheny Land Trust is charged with making the right choices 
in land conservation, choices that range from biodiversity to 

stormwater management to simply preserving the unique 
landscape of our region.

Consider including a donation to Allegheny Land Trust in your 
will or trust, and help us protect the land we cherish for those 

who will follow us. Call 412-741-2750 or visit  
www.alleghenylandtrust.org

Sycamore Island cleanup on March 28, 2009 by studens from CMU.

Having a great time on Sycamore Island!

Wish you were here!


